FAQS
· What is the meaning of Abide? To live in Christ always. He keeps us since He continually abides in us. Co-dependent lives. the Vine needs the branch to bear fruit He produces in us, and we need Him every step of the”apart from me you can do nothing"
· What does a typical retreat look like? Friday dinner together, evening session until 9 PM max (since end of long week for most), Sat breakfast together, morning session and lunch, then free time, dinner at nice restaurant and repeat Sun AM ending just before noon (no lunch). Is fun, fellowship, learning to hear and hearing from God through His Word, often signs & wonders (coincidences?) revealed, an experience that changes thinking and improves walk with God individually and together as a couple.
· How much does it cost? Varies a lot depending on where held. In our case, we are meeting at our house but using local hotel (~$1K total lodging), plus Friday BBQ, Sat. lunch and dinner at local restaurant, snacks/drinks. If we have max size group of 5 couples, total cost for us is about $2200. In past when we had to rent a large home, cost was about $3800 total. Now we charge (optionally) $100/couple for abiding and if anyone does not pay, Keri and I cover them to meet the new expectations. As an aside, we are getting more reluctance for subsequent retreat topics with the cost at $500/couple. Trying to find other alternatives such as weekly meetings or 3 sequential Saturdays - but that is not realistic for most folks.
· How does Abiding differ from a Bible study? Totally different. Bible study is more mind, logic and research/commentaries. Abiding is life as described in first bullet.
· Is just doing a daily devotion good enough? Again, not the same thing. Devotion is not bad in that you are given a topic and some insights. But abiding is living in the relationship continually with a living and loving Lord.
· Is "abundant life" the same as prosperity preaching? No. Prosperity gospel says God exists to give me what I want/claim. The Gospel is that my life’s plan is in the hands of the Father who has what is best for me. I exist to live God’s plan for me, with Him, step by step where He provides more than I could ask for in my flesh. Is more than world’s view of prosperity, which is stuff and selfishness for more. Abundant life is far more than stuff - supernatural works of God in the events/circumstances of our life, provision of more and different than what we could have thought to ask for - peace, joy, hope, ability to love and be loved, insights and wonders, thrills and adventures, etc.
· How can you guarantee restoration? I cannot, but He already has done the work. My work is to simply accept that He has unconditionally loved me and desperately wants to abide with me. His sacrifice has paid all penalties and forgiveness is already done - just needs to be accepted and we are instantly restored from His perspective.
· Is this for me and where do i start? For everyone, always, anytime. Start by accepting the basic truths that God loves me unconditionally, I am precious and valuable to him as-is, and He will work with me to have me bear fruit for Him and those not connected to Him. I simply turn from my old habits and beliefs by wanting Him, accept His unconditional love and forgiveness, and walk forward with Him into the plan He has for each individual.

Katherine
· ·       I've been a Christian for X years. How will Abide be different from courses/Bible studies I've done before? For years you have probably been taught about God, about the Christian life and about the things you should do/not do - knowledge and actions. Abiding is completely different in that God becomes the teacher through His word to you personally. Instead of learning material in a course, you learn to hear the voice of God, get revelation into the abundant life He has for all His children, and how to begin to live that life … with Him!
· ·       How do I get connected to a retreat? A couple different ways. If you have heard of the retreats from someone, you can ask that person to connect you to the person they know - likely a retreat facilitator or participant who can connect you. But the easier way is to simply go to the Abide Ministries website and either click on a retreat that is listed as open, or select “Contact Us” on the site: https://abideministries.com/
· ·       Are you affiliated with any denomination, organization, etc.? No. Abide Ministries is for all people who desire to learn how to walk with God into the abundant life He has for all His children. We do not see any denominations anywhere in scripture since God has always seen all people as His children - many just do not know that, and so have not been invited to receive the life He has for them.
· ·       I want to take X course, do I need to take Abide first? I've been a Christian for a long time and I know a lot about the Bible, can I skip it? There is no rule that says you cannot sign up and take any course. But because learning to live an abiding life is so powerful, and is so fundamental to all other topics you will see on the website, we strongly encourage people to start with Abiding in The Vine first. And while you can download the course at https://courses.abideministries.com/, we encourage you to also consider physically attending a weekend retreat if possible.
· ·       I took the Abide online course and my life was changed! I want to do it as a small group study in my church. How can I get the materials/get set up for that? You have a couple options here. First, since you have already taken the course online, you can now simply share it with others by hosting either a weekend or series of evenings at your home or church, ordering participant manuals for each person on the same Abide Ministries site, and using the videos to do the course together. In this case, most people allow the group to watch one or two video segments (roughly 30 minutes each) together while they fill out info in their books, and then have an open discussion. Abide Ministries provides the ability to download or order a facilitators book that is more comprehensive - just contact the ministry at https://abideministries.com/contact-us/ . Another option, especially if you expect to have a very large group or more than one group, contact Abide Ministries at the same url link. And remember that Abide Ministries is always available to help with any questions or assistance you may need. If you contact us, we will haver a person reach out and walk through logistics with you.
·   Is this for couples only? For new believers? 
·   Is this a marriage retreat?
Bob S.
· Must I be “rich” to participate?
· Must I be “successful?”
· Married?
· “Believer?”
· “Christian?”
· Republican?
· What is “restoration?”
· Will this help my marriage?
· Will this help my relationships?
· Can I bring someone?

